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Monday, February 13, 2006 
 

Palm (Knight Island) Infill Vegetation Report 2006 
 
Infill Marker  minus 400 to 0  -  This area is south the southernmost portion of the Palm 
(Knight) Island Infill area in 2005.  It is approximately 1.70 acre and is located south of 
the smaller newly formed lake.  The widest point is approximately 300 ft. Due to the 
formation of the small southern most lake this area has expanded  and appears to be a 
likely nesting area for Plovers this year,  It is primarily void of vegetation at this point. 
 
Vegetation List: 

Beach Elder Iva imbricate 
 Coastal Dropseed Sporobolus virginicus 
 Dune Evening Primrose Oenothera humifusa 

Sea Rocket Cakile lanceolata 
 
Infill Marker minus 400 looking north 



 



Infill Marker minus 200 looking north 



 
Infill Marker 0 to 800  -  This area was the southernmost portion of the Palm (Knight) 
Island Infill area in 2005.  It is approximately 3.75 acres and is located east of the smaller 
newly formed lake and south of the large lake which was the original pass.  It is narrow at 
the south end (approximately 45 ft) and widens to approximately 470 in a triangular 
shape as you proceed north.  The area was raked before the 2004 and 2005 seasons as 
part of the original permit.  The boundary on the northwest portion of this area is the 4 ft 
by 8 ft sign which is the zero point for the Palm (Knight) Island Spit area.  The area is 
lightly vegetated and slopes slightly towards the south tip of the large lake.  The 
vegetation is a little heavier near the sign marking the northwest corner.  In times of 
heavy rain this area becomes very soft and in areas you end up sinking above the ankle.  
In 2005 we had several Wilson’s Plover nests here.  In 2004 there were Least Terns and  
Wilson’s Plovers here.  It was also a favorite resting site for Black Skimmers.  During 
that year there was very little vegetation. 
 
Vegetation List: 
 
Station 100 to Station 800 
 Beach Elder Iva imbricate 
 Coastal Dropseed Sporobolus virginicus 
 Dune Evening Primrose Oenothera humifusa 
 Fingergrass Eustachys petraea 
 Undet. Sedge Cyperus sp. 
 Ink Berry Scaevola plumieri 
 Railroad-vine Ipomoea pes-caprae 
 Sea Oats Uniola paniculata 
 Sea Purslane Sesuvium portulacastrum 
 Sea Rocket Cakile lanceolata 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Infill Marker 0 looking north   

 



Infill Marker 200 looking north 

 



Infill Marker 400 looking north  

 



 



600 looking  north 



 



 
 
 
Infill Marker 800 to 1400  -  The southern most portion of this area contains a walkway 
that stretches to the new small southern lake.  The area is approximately 3.6 acres being a 
little over 300 ft wide and tapering to 80 ft.   The southeast portion of this area is sparsely 
vegetated.  In 2004 and 2005 we had Snowy Plover nests here.  In 2004 this area was also 
part of the Least Tern Colony  and in 2005 we had single Least Tern nest in the north 
central area.  The nest was successful and fledged one young.  It is approximately 1.5 
acres.  The center and western portions of this area are more heavily vegetated with 
Coastal Dropseed. 
 
Vegetation List: 
Station 800 to Station 1400 
 Australian Pine Casuarina equisetifolia 
 Beach Elder Iva imbricate 
 Coastal Dropseed Sporobolus virginicus 
 Dune Evening Primrose Oenothera humifusa 
 Ink Berry Scaevola plumieri 
 Large-headed Rush Juncus megacephalus 
 Railroad-vine Ipomoea pes-caprae 
 Sea Oats Uniola paniculata 



800 looking north 



 

 



1000 looking north  

  

 



1200 looking north 

 
Infill Marker 1400 to 2200  -  This area is bounded on the west by the large lake.  The 
southwest shoreline here is a mud flat.  The high ground is narrow and the  fencing is 
only approximately 100 ft wide.  In most places.  The vegetation is heavier here also.  
The north boundary of this area is the walk over to the lake.  This area contained 
Wilson’s Plover nests in 2005 and 2004. 
 
Vegetation List: 
Station 1400 to Station 2200 
 Australian Pine Casuarina equisetifolia 
 Beach Elder Iva imbricate 
 Buttonwood Conocarpus erectus 
 Coastal Dropseed Sporobolus virginicus 
 Glasswort Salicornia virginica 
 Ink Berry Scaevola plumieri 
 Large-headed Rush Juncus megacephalus 
 Railroad-vine Ipomoea pes-caprae 
 Sea Oats Uniola paniculata 
 Sea Purslane Sesuvium portulacastrum  

Beachgrass Panicum amarum 
 
 



1400 looking north 

 
1600 looking north 



 



1800 looking north 

 
2000 looking north 



 



Infill Marker 2200 to 3000  -  This area is bounded on the west by the large lake.  The 
mud flat is south of this area, but the water in the lake is shallow all along the east shore..  
The high ground is slightly widens here and  is approximately 200 ft wide. The 
vegetation is heavier here also.  At the north end of the area are small dunes and the 
beach grass is no longer the primary plant. The dunes were not there in 2005. This area 
contains more Sea Oats and Beach Elder  Section 2200 to 3000 contained Wilson’s 
Plover nests in 2005 and 2004. 
 
Station 2200 to Station 3000 
 Australian Pine Casuarina equisetifolia 
 Beachgrass Panicum amarum 
 Ink Berry Scaevola plumieri 
 Large-headed Rush Juncus megacephalus 
 Railroad-vine Ipomoea pes-caprae 
 Saltmeadow Cordgrass Spartina patens 
 Sea Oats Uniola paniculata 
 Sea Purslane Sesuvium portulacastrum 
 
2200 looking north 

 



 
2400 looking north 

 



 

 
2600 looking north 



 



2800 looking north  

 
 
 
 
Infill Marker 3000 to 3400  -  This area begins at the northern most point of the large lake 
and stretches to the pass.  It almost the shape of a T.  The distance from Marker 3000 to 
the fencing at side nearest the pass is approximately 270 ft.  The area is approximately 
2.4 Acres.  Small dunes are present initially, but it opens to active beach.  There has been 
no nesting here in the past.  The beach area has built up however and is wider this year.  
The fencing stretches to the west and north of the lake.  On the western edge is an area 
that appears to occasionally wash over and in the pass has broken open into the lake .  A 
large flock of Gulls and Terns was present here when we did the survey. This area is to 
receive beach re-nourishment as a part of the dredge project this year. 
Station 3000 to Station 3400 
 Beach Elder Iva imbricate 
 Beachgrass Panicum amarum 
 Ink Berry Scaevola plumieri 
 Railroad-vine Ipomoea pes-caprae 
 Saltmeadow Cordgrass Spartina patens 
 Sea Oats Uniola paniculata 
 Sea Purslane Sesuvium portulacastrum 
 



3000 looking north 





 



3200 looking north 

 



Infill Marker 3400 to 3700  This area was not marked in 2005 or 2004.  Due to the 
inclusion this year of the area from 3700 to 4300 we decided to include it this year. In 
2005 a Wilson’t Plover nest was found at the beach area along the pass near 4100 and 
that prompted us to expand the coverage this year. The area is approximately one half 
acre and is 100 feet wide at the widest.  It narrows to a pathe between the mangroves in 
the northeast. The area between 3400 and 3700 is an area that contains some large 
Austrailian Pines and mangroves that stretch to the pass.  Fish crows nested in an 
Australian pine adjacent to this area in 2005. 
Station 3400 to Station 3700 
 Australian Pine Casuarina equisetifolia 
 Black Mangrove Avicennia germinans 
 Brazilian Pepper Schinus terebinthifolius 
 Buttonwood Conocarpus erectus 
 Coastal Dropseed Sporobolus virginianus 
 Oxeye Daisy Borrichia frutescens 
 Rainroad-vine Ipomoea pes-caprae 
 Red Mangrove Rhizophora mangle 
 Sea Oats Uniola paniculata 
 Sea Purslane Sesuvium portulacastrum 
 Sea Rocket Cakile lanceolata 
 White Mangrove Laguncularia racemosa 
 
3400 looking east 

 
 
 



3600 looking east 

 
 
 
Infill Marker 3700 to 4300  This area was not marked in 2005 or 2004.  AWilson’t Plover 
nest was found at the beach area along the pass near 4100 and that prompted us to expand 
the coverage this year. The area between 3700 and 4300 is primarily open beach with 
sparse vegetation.  The area is bounded on the north by the pass and the south by a small 
lake that was formed after the 2003 dredge.  At the eastern most portion of the area are a 
large number of Red Mangrove shoots that are just beginning to take hold. 
 
Station 3700 to Station 4300 
 Australian Pine Casuarina equisetifolia 
 Coastal Dropseed Sporobolus virginicus 
 Black Mangrove Avicennia germinans 
 Buttonwood Conocarpus erectus 
 Oxeye Daisy Borrichia frutescens 
 Railroad-vine Ipomoea pes-caprae 
 Red Mangrove Rhizophora mangle 
 Sea Purslane Sesuvium portulacastrum 
 Undet. Sedge Cyperus sp. 
 
 



3700 looking east 

 
3900 loking east 

 



4100 looking east 

 
Wash over area connecting to spit 
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